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1. BLACA Strategic Planning 
The members of the board have drafted a new strategic plan for the 2010 – 2012 triennium. 
 Key areas of focus include: 
· Maintaining contact, lobbying and providing input to industry and peak bodies
· Development of training paths for chaplains and pastoral care workers
· Provision and development of aged care resources for congregations, community, and volunteer networks 

· Keeping facilities fully informed of aged care issues and the work of BLACA
The board‘s primary focus is promoting a Christ-centred ministry and care of the ageing with Christian principles and values.
2. Lutheran Aged Care Conference 2010 “Everyone is Someone”

The conference will be held in Melbourne 8-10 September, and features an exciting and inspiring program for all professionals, lay people and chaplains involved in aged care practice and ministry.  The registration form and full program is now available and is attached with this newsletter.  
Please distribute the registration form to all who might benefit from attending.  We encourage people to register by 15 August for the early bird rate.  

3. National Aged Care Alliance (NACA) Report 

NACA, as it reflects on its ten years of operation, reaffirms its vision that “every older person is able to live with dignity and independence in a place of their choosing”.  

NACA continues to campaign and lobby for health reform in the aged care sector particularly in the lead up to the anticipated federal election.  They encourage members to adopt a unified approach and vision and have identified the importance of influencing a more positive media image of the elderly.  

The Hon. Justine Elliot, Minister for Aged Care, who recently met with NACA representatives, has acknowledged the issues raised by NACA and agreed they need to be considered in the context of the long term sustainability of health reform.  The minister understood and embraced the need for reform but urged NACA to be mindful of the financial constraints on this government.
4. Campaign for the Care of Older Australians (COCA) 
The Campaign for the Care of Older Australians (CCOA) is a joint effort by Australia’s leading 
faith-based aged care organisations. This coalition is concentrating on the long term view of aged care issues in its campaign for older Australians.  The public awareness campaign will focus on the chronic under-funding of community and residential aged care.  Older people deserve a fair go; they deserve choice of care; they deserve access to this care no matter where they are; they deserve an aged care system that is sustainable in the future.  

We encourage our Lutheran providers to be active in this campaign.  Take advantage of the materials that can be obtained from the website www.thegrandplan.com.au and please distribute these resources through your networks.  Adrian Morgan is representing BLACA on this group.  Please contact him at adrian.morgan@qld.lca.org.au should you require further information.  
5. The Productivity Commission

The Productivity Commission enquiry into the Australian aged care system has been given the responsibility to develop detailed options and recommendations for structural reform to ensure the aged care industry can meet the challenges of the future.  The commission is actively seeking input from interested individuals and organisations.  Submissions are due by the end of July 2010 and the draft report is expected to be released in December 2010 with the final report due April 2011.  You can register your interest via www.pc.gov.au under “View current projects”. 

5. Lutheran Aged Care Directory 2010
All aged care providers are encouraged to check their details in the directory on the LCA website.  If a facility’s information is not accurate please advise changes to David Mau, the webmaster via email david.mau@lca.org.au to effect any changes.  Later this year it is planned that you will be able to change your own data. 

6 LCA National Safe Place Committee 

Felicity Hage represented BLACA at the National Safe Place forum on 4th and 5th June.  The forum in principle supported the establishment of a Professional Standards Unit (PSU) within the LCA.   Further consultation will be undertaken regarding the role of church agencies such as aged care and the PSU.
6. LCA Leaders Strategy Working Group 

Thilo Troschke recently represented BLACA at a meeting of this group and will be the BLACA representative on the newly formed Strategy Stakeholders Representative Team meetings of the LCA. 
9. National Marketing Strategy for Lutheran Retirement 

Jacqui Kelly and representatives from Queensland attended a meeting in Adelaide to further investigate the feasibility of establishing national branding of the retirement village sector.  BLACA will research and develop the initiative through a task force consisting of Jacqui Kelly, Keith Adams and Ruth Pedler.
10. Ambassadors of Reconciliation
BLACA supports the use of Ambassadors of Reconciliation and Peace Wise principles as complimentary tools for use in conflict resolution processes.  Chaplains and lay workers have been trained in the use of Peace Wise and should bring those skills to the resolution process. 
12. State Reports

New South Wales

Lutheran Aged Care Albury reported on their joint project with the Albury-Wodonga Volunteer Resource Bureau and the Westside Community Centre.  The project aims to integrate Lutheran Aged Care into the local neighborhood, promote intergenerational communication and provide work skills to young local indigenous people.  The young people assisted residents with their raised garden beds and in the process are developing their skills.
Queensland

LCCQ has undertaken strategic planning processes and has identified a wish to expand its services.   St James, Harvey Bay has been identified as a locality for future aged care services.  New mental health services and accommodation are also to be developed.  
A framework for implementing risk management is being developed to ensure compliance with legislative requirements.

South Australia

The resource for families and seniors, ‘Ministry with Seniors’, has been submitted for District approval and will be available on the SA District website.    

The Aged Care Council is working more closely with the SA District and is attending the South Australian Leadership Team meetings.  Tanunda, Hahndorf, Murray Bridge, Victor Harbor and Trinity Place are continuing to construct new units.  LHI have commenced their renovations at the Hope Valley site and will finalise the project within 12 months.  Victor Harbor is celebrating its 25th Anniversary in June 2010.
Victoria

Martin Luther Homes are establishing a community centre and a kitchen for special functions along with the renovation of the chapel.  Hamilton and Horsham are undertaking an administrative process review.  They are also in the process of selecting either a pastoral care worker or parish nurse.  
With Christian greetings

Thilo Troschke
Chairman
The purpose of this Newsletter is to inform board members, management and staff of Lutheran aged care facilities, as well as other interested parties in the wider LCA context, of outcomes of the Board for Lutheran Aged Care Australia (BLACA) meeting held on 18 – 21 May 2010.
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